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lt/fARY GARDEN is at last to marry
/VI tion. How old is "Our Mary"? T

who consider themselves eligible
l aries to discover the secret of Mary's a

labor lost. The man of "Our Mary's" c
liceman nor a Russian prince. He is ar

Mary absolutely refuses to say who he i
"He has promised to wait for me

sooner than that, though."
"About when, may 1 ask?"
"After I put the Chicago Opera Co.

will be in ipsa," replied Mary cautiousi
Miss Garden received exactly 142 ]

Immediately following her appointment s

Association. "See, they want, me now, 1
J have landed a good job," said Mary.

OSSIP and ordinary patter were to be
I v left ontlrelv out nf our talk bv mil-

tual agreement In arranging for the
Interview which I enjoyed with Miss Mary
Garden, the new general director of the ChicagoGrand Opera Association.

"I want to find out Just how you spend
'

your day as a working woman," I'suggested
10 "Our Marv."

"Well, don't you dare call me up on the
phone making dates with me," carolled the

I diva. "You come over to-mcrrow.make it
early and stay as long as you want."

J was on hand at 9 o'clock A. M. "Our
Mary" was on tho Job one full hour before
I arrived. Her desk was littered with mall.
She was attired in a tight fitting tatlor
made suit of brown. She looked the part
of a real American business woman. She in
the feminine type of a real "Go-Getter."
Her heavy lidded eyes are brighter to-day
ihan 1 have ever seen them. They are still
Salome's. The red mouth still belongs to
'/'fails. The smooth checks are smoother
than they were when she electrified the two
hemispheres in Louise.

Harder Work Than She Had
Thought la the Job of Impresario

day, this job pf bossing an opera companyIs hard work." Miss Garden started.
Half-past seven o'clock every morning my
beauty sleep is rudely interrupted by the
harsh discords of a jangling alarm clock.
Then 1 Jump.yes. Jump.Into my clothes,
take a skimpy breakfast.you know I only
'at one real meal a day, and that is at night.
I watch my weight like a professional pugilist.
"But why the dieting?" we inquired.
"You're not a woman.and you're not getlinginto the 40 class!" she exclaimed.

» "After breakfast, what?"
"Yes, what?" chorused "Our Mary."

That's it, WHAT. Everything «>n the calendarfrojn conferences, directions, telephone
calls and a weeny littlo siesta."
"You don't mean to say that you And time

10 sleep on the Job?"
"Every afternoon I sleep one hour," said

Miss Garden, with a smile. "Whenever I
am to sing at night 1 lie in bed all afternoon,and the day after It has been my customto remain In bed for the greater portionof the day. That's how I keep myself

' In condition to sing. Furthermore, my
sleeping Itinerary is the foundation stone of
my peptlmtam."

"I don't quite follow you on tbia peptimismstuff." T replied.
"Well. I'm not preaching health lecturer

to the world, hut I respectfully solicit a

nrefill Inspection. I'm in the bent of health,
the bloom of youth In still on my cheeks.
,md It's the real stuff, nature's own.I eat
like a home at night, and 1 defy any woman

, In the world to-day to nay that ahe has more
'pep' than Mary Oarden.*'
"Now, after breakfaatT' I naked timidly.
"Heading the morning papers. 1 read

them aa carefully as any city editor. Tea.
like real city editors. I rend them twice and
sometimes three ttmea. Itending the dally
papera la a fine art. 1 get Inspiration from
the day's news. It's refreshing. The mind
is clear In the morning, and there la only
one way to Improve one's mind to my way
of thinking, and that la to read the morning
papers.
"After I have gone through the papers I

read and open every hit of mall addressed
to Mary Oarden. The mall la divided Into
iwo plies. One pile represents personal attentioncorrespondence. By that. I mean

Hint 1 personally answer. Tho other is dele'
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She will try matrimony at so. Queshereneed be no wild scrambling by men
for almanacs and biographical dictiongebecause it would be a case of love's
hoice is neither a Chicago mounted poiAmerican, but his identity is a secret,
s.
until I am 50," she said. "I will marry

mpany on a paying basis, which 1 think
fr- *

proposals of marriage through the mail
is director-general of the Chicago Opera
!hese trifling men, when they learn that

gated to either my secretary or one of ra^
other assistants."

"Don't you find that opening your own
mail and reading it takes up a lot of your

"Yes, it doe#," said Miss Garden. "Bui I
want to know just who la writing me letters
and what they want to know You can't
beat first hand information."
"About how many messages have yau received,letters, telegrams and cablegrams,

wishing you success?"

Miss Garden's Idea of How
To Keep the Average High

"Two bagsful so far," replied Miss Garden."And quite a few that were anything
but.well, they wouldn't b« classed as encomiumswithout stretching a point. After
the mail, rehearsals. I have the good fortuneof being able to sing fairly well, and
when the occasion presents Itself I Just
Jump in and sing the part the way I think It
should be sung. You know I have sung
everything almost in grand opera, and not

only that, I can tell when an artist Is Mt
singing it right.
"Supposing an artist wanders from the

key during a regular performance, have you
taken any precaution to guard against such
a contingency?" was asked.

"Indeed I have. I'll let you in on a little
secret," whispered the directress. "I shall
attend the opera performances alone and
incognito. Only one night a week will I
put on the silks and diamonds and sit In a
box. But I do not Intend to spy on my
artists. I want to get the Impressions of
the audience. That's my Idea of making a

go of my new Job. Give the opera patrons
what they want. The only way that 1 can

get these Impressions is to-sit out in front
with them. Some nights t will sit up In the
gallery with the Italian barbers. The family
circle will claim me one night, the main floor
another and the boxes one night a week,
when I am Mary Garden the artist. I shall
do this because I want to make good. Everybodywho has tried to educate the American
nperagolng public has either gone broke or
crazy. It's Just like running a newspaper,
this business of running an opera company,"
said Miss Gnrden. "Find out what the peopleare thinking about and talking about
and give It to them.
"We all know what the professor thinks

of the bug. but none of us know what the
bug thinks of the professor. Well, for centuriesartistic directors of operas have been
the professor; but this director, yours truly.
Itifnuila fr. r»1 ft tf thn nart nf fliA V*11 tr (Tfif ma

the audience Is the hug with me.and And
out why It is that the Chicago Grand Opera
Company mvds an angel with a ton of
money at the end of every opera season to
wipe out n deficit that runs Into a big fortune."

It might be mentioned here that Mr, and
Mrs. Harold F. McCormlek have for several
years personally guaranteed the expenses
of the Chicago Grand Opera Association.
Next year will he the last season that Mr.
McCormlek's guarantee will run. He announcedi-ecenfly that he would withdraw
his offer at the conclusion of next season's
opera.
"What will you do when Mr. McCormlek

withdraws his financial support from the
company?"
"That means nothing to me," replied "Our

Mary," 'd&ecause by that tlms.1922. I shall
hare the Chicago Opera Association on a

paying basts. Yes, making money for the
directors"
"Go you Intend to eut the salaries of the

artists?"
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Mary Garden, opera star, find;
than she expected. Care of details,
to put the organization on a payii

"No, I intend to raise the salaries o£ real
artists," said Miss Garden. "I shall separate
the false from the tru« The day of fancy
salarlee for opera artists has passed. I shall
do things in my new Job. First I shall please
my public; second, r shall make money for
the company.
"The opera must be ruled with an iron

hand," continued the directress. "That is
the sort of a rule I Intend to give it. I'm
busy with organization now. The only place
that the foreign element will be represented
in my company will be on the stage. There
will be only Americans connected with the
business end of the company."
"You wouldn't aay that foreigners were

poor business executives?" I asked.
"I'll answer that question in my own way."

answered Mlu Garden. "The business head
of an opera company cornea in contact with
the public continuously. He must be a bin
man. He must be a diplomat and. above ah
things, he must be able to talk American.
you know what I mean.talk it well enough
to get the money for the company. You
don't llnd many successful Amer can businessmen tripping over their artistic temperaments."

"1 understand that you swung the axe on

one of these temperamental chaps to-day?"
"Yes, and. don't forget. I swing a wicked

cleaver," said "Our Mary" with a laugh. "I
replaced Romeo Francioll, the- stage director,
by appointing Jacques Colni in iii* stead
You know Mr. Coini was responsible for all
the big Hammersteln productions. He was

the father of "Haiome." "Thais" and "Elektra."They Just adore Jacques In New York

Continuing the Story of
Miss Garden's Busy Days

"Following rehearsals I spend one hour
with members of my company listening to

their grievances," volunteered Miss Harden.
"I must confess that #0 per cent, of them
lire fancied. Hut the remaining 10 per cent.
are honest Injun kicks. Such mismanage
merit as the Chicago Opera Company has
experienced during the past season has almostwrecked the company. I am gradually
getting matters straightened.

"I must tell you also tnat I am getting
along hatter than I thought I would In my
n*w work."

"What's the sign?" I anxiously inquired.
Hhe whispered: "The artists are beginning

to tell me about their tropes of the heart.
Yes, yes. their love affairs; yea, three 01

them have told me everything about their
weethearts."
"I don't quite catch the significance." I

tilurted out.
"You're CTa*y." answered Miss Garden,

with nnmlstakahle evidence of peevishness.
"Don't you see that I have their confidence?
They're mlw». They're working wltti me.
not for mc. When you get opera stars to
unburden their 'tngs at the heart' they'll
go to hejl for you."
Aa she finished her explanation she

brought her flat down on fhe table with the
force of a .Tack Dempaey upper cut. Right
there and then I agreed that "Our Mary"
was a natural born fighter.

"Did you ever tell your love affairs to any
of your artistic directors?" ventured I.

"Only one.and that was long ago," sh-
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s her work as manager of the Chic
however, does not worry her, and st

rig basis, Photograph shows her in 1

replied as she looked at me through narrowedlids.
'Take me on to the finish of the secret

Who was he?"
"It was Director Carre who discovered

me." answered "Our Mary." A far awa>
look came Into the dusky blut- .-yes and fot
wvoral momenta ahe was ailent "Thai
was w hen I was a girl "

'Why, you don't consider yourself
grandmother?" I said.

"I am younger to-day than ever before/
thundered Miss Garden. "One of the lettorsthat I received only yesterday finished
by saying that I had written my own death
warrant when I signed the managerial contractfor the Chicago company. It may
come to pass, but not yet for awhile."

She Would Like to Be to America
What Carre Was to Franct

I had an ample opportunity to study the
directress while she was discussing hei
plans. It must be truthfully said that her
fluffy golden hair has reached the middle
age stage of it« hennaed youth. Yes. 1
counted almoat twenty distinct gray hairs
Although the light was good I was unable tc
detect a single wrinkle. The footprints ol
time have yet to make their appearance on
"Our Mary's" perfect skin.
"Then it remained for a foreigner to dis>over our Mary Garden." I ventured.
"That's the best thing foreigners do, discoveropers stars and save women." Mis?

Garden replies with a smile.
"I don't quite get the connection of sav

ing women," I replied.
"They save them for themselves; Just u

little Joke." flashed bark the directress
"Director Carre was n genius. He guided
the destinies of the Opera Comique in Paris
He was a wonderful man. I want to be tc
America what he was to Europe. He did
not teach me to act. mind you. Nobody
taught ine to do that. I knew that myself
I simply needed direction.
"The moment you really teach people t<

act, acting with them becomes artificial
There are no trained actors.you will fin'
>n a wen ic«iiiiHtM vaiaieviuc uni iui aci in»i

answers to the nama of trained seal*. Foi
seven yearn 1 .vorkc-d like a horse at th<
Comtque. Tln-n Oacar Hainmerateln cam.
to Paris and brought inc to America. Am
then my troubles began.

"I had no troubles in PariF. because then
I was accepted as the exponent of the mod
em school. In fact. I created It. In thos<
days American opera patrons couldn't un
derstand a woman who could Rive them t
little singing and acting at the same time
But they understand now.

"I shall have all my artist* attendlm
nearly all the rehearsals." continued Mlsi
Garden. "You can't learn too much thes<
days. I adit run the company Hk« a hal
club.plenty of morning exercise."
"How Is It that nearly every Amerlear

singer of note has he«n 'discovered' abroad
hy a foreigner?" I asked.
"Because Americans prefer the forelgr

trademark pinned on a singer." hotly repller
Mlsa Garden. x

"Will von try to revolutlmdxe this 'die
overing' fallacy custom?" seld I
"That's m> Hfo work from now on." re
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ago Opera Company more exacting
le is going ahead with definite plans
her Chicago office.

plied Miss Garden. Everybody in America
with a voice will gel a chance to slug in my

. company. I ahall spend my own money to
encourage the struggling American singers.

1 I shall produce one, yes, two, American
r operas every year as long as I am at the

head of the company."
I "You are a real booster for 'Made In

America' goods," I replied.
"We must have foreign operas to fill the

seats." continued the diva-directress. "But
' If I can get one new opera a tear from

American composers It will only be a few
I years hence when we will lead the world in

music. At the present time foreign operas
are the meal tickets of every opera eomrP»ny.

"Fifty per cent. Italian, 35 per tent.
French and 15 per cent. English will be my
repertoire rating when I get under way next
season. I intend to revive a few German
operas later on."
"Now thnt wo have the rehearsals out

. of the way how do you spend the rest of

. your day?"
"Then comes the real work." sighed Miss

Garden. "I spend one hour or more with a

reproaentat vo of Mr Harold McCormlck,
head of the directors of the Chicago Opera

*11 loialar....! (TAtOA
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such as new contracts, He."
"There Is considerable talk that Mmc.

Amelitn Galll-Ctircl will hIbto a contract with
the Metropolitan Opera Company."
Galli-Curci Has Promised the

New Director to Remain

"Iiease deny that silly rtitnor." Miss Oardenreplied with emphasis. "Galll-Curel Is
with me In my new Job In a thousand dlfjferent- ways. She wants to see me make
Kood. She is x>nig to help me. tiecause some

( day ahe mlffht want to tackle the mme Job
heraelf. She's my friend."

"I understand thRt you are against your
artlsta sinking In New York or making con'tracts that call for appearances here and
New York?"
"New York is the areatest opera city in

America to-day," replied Miss Garden. "It
Is an asaet to sin* In New York. The New

r York jnthllc Is my public. N^w Yorkers Who
» attend the opera are so intelligent. Why 1

would sooner elrg in New York than Pari*
, any day." Mary clapped her Jewelless hands

together enthuslaatleally.
, Continuing, the dlva-managere** said: "T>et
, ua flnlah this day with Mriry Garden, th<
, hard working htialness woman- whan were
. we? Oh, vaa, conferences with the imx ofiHoc repreeentatlve. Aftar that T go tn my
. hotal. wharo I Indulge n a cup of tea and
my afternoon nip, Than I get up. rand

t mora mall, nnawer telephone calls by tha
, doaan. dlrtate lattara md maka preparations
* for tha only square maal I aat every twenty1four houra.my dinner. After dinner la

nut of tha way my evening atarta In. Tea.
i and I Intend to watch over my young budIdin* prima dnnnsa. Midnight 1 fa la the

worn enrmy theee poor ynun* creatures
i have to contend with. And. like Manager
I MeOraw of the Olanta once told me. a ball

player haa to be In bed by midnight If he
la to play a aood brand erf hall the next dav.
Same thin* with opera stars-.particularly
thoao who haven't arrived jet. They tnuat
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get to bed early, taboo the midnight dinnerswith wine-"
"You're going to bo some manager." i ven

lured.
"The best in the world if my company

will work," replied the directress. "If the'
don't they can go elsewhere. My job do
ponds on results. The only way to get r<

suits is to lay the law down and see that
is obeyed."
The Stars of the Company Are

Heart and Soul With Mary
The Chicago Opera stars are all with "Out

Mary" heart and soul in iter new undertaU
rig. Miss Cyrena Van Cordon said:
'Miss Garden will make good with a bang

She has the good wishes of every mem bet
of the company." »

"Leave it to Mary. She'll make good
aid Carmen J'ascova, mezzo-soprano of tie
company. ".She will be Just as great as a

director as she has been as an artist. This
is a woman's age, and there is no good
reason why Miss Oard»'n should not be tr»
mendously successful. Every member of th<
ompany is going to be back of her, and
teel euro that she will make the opera seasonhero greater than ever before in its his
lory."
Rosa Raisa said; "Miss Garden is a worn#n

who can be trusted to succeed.' She is a remarkablebusiness woman, and under her
direction the opera season next year is suntobe an even greater success than the
present season."
Joseph Hislop. Scotch tenor, shared the

lation of a fellow countryman over the ap
pointmcnt. Said he:
"General Haig was a Scotchman. He led

the British to victory over the Germans. 1
do not see why a Scotch woman should not
be successful as director of the Chicago
Opera Company.
"I have so objections at all to working

for a woman if she does not treni me rough
We have always been good friends and had
no difficulties. I am highly pleased over tin
appointment and think tluii it should work
out very well."

Charles Marshall, Ameriean tenor, who
was given a tremendous ovation on the o<
caslon of his initial appearance here, w»

equally enthusiastic.
"I am very much pleased with the appoint

ment," said Mr. Marshall. "Miss Garden is
bound fo tie a success. Women like her
couldn't help hut succeed in anything that
they undertake. She is a woman of brain^
and brodd minded enough to give every one;

chance. I believe that under her Krench
and Italian opera will have, an equal chano.
here."

Amelita Qalli-Curci telegraphed her con
gratulations from .Minneapolis as follows:

"1 know you will win. He sure and pick
out a good business manager. Good luck
and lots of love until I see you again."

Miss Garden announced that she would
feature Charles Marshall, the America
tenor, when the Chicago opera cotnpan>
plays Its New York engagement, which
starts next week. "1 would like to take Mi
Marshall on tour to show wli.it a wonderful
American singer we have in him."
Mary Garden's career began In Chicago

She was born in Scotland, but came her«withher parents when 8 years old. Sh.
started her musical education soon after shreachedthis country, taking lessons on th»
piano and violin. She took her first vocal
lesson at tho ugo of 1">. After two years of
private instruction in Chicago. during whic)
lime she appeared in the dual role of soprr.no
soloist at the University Congregational
Church on Sundays and the prima donna
extraordinary of the Houth Side amateur
opera company, she went to Paris to con
tinue her stifdies. Three years of hop«
despair and strucxlc followed. Three months
before her expected debul as Mirhoela in
"Carmen" her llr«t unexpected chance came
The artiat who wa- slnxinx l,nnin> in tin
opera of that name was suddenly taken ill
during a performance. Mary Garden went
on In the third act in a part she had studle,
alone and never had rehearsed. The next
morning the ''Httlf girl from nowhere" wafamous.The long struggle was over. Part*
had proclaimed Mary Harden.

The Useful Lion
a OCORDIN'Q to some of the farmer
ZA laist Africa, the lion should be pro
^ tected as a useful animal, notwltb

standing the fact that once in a while h<
kill* n man. The Hon. th-.y maintain I*
trrent destroyer of noxious herbivorous nm

mals, nu< h as aebras Ah t nnti lopes whirr
or® A Aeourxo to the fields.

In on© district, they say, no less than 34«.
Hons were killed In on© season hv hunters
and they estimate that this represents thsavin*of sr.,000 to 40,ooo s«bras and nntc
lopea, which would otherwise have fallen >

prev to tho Hona that were destroyed O
course the hunters shoot xehras and ante
lopes also, hut this fact, they think, doe*
not eounterbalanc© the destruction of thos.
animal* thnt would have heen effected by
ill© slnln Mors.
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